March 2013

OUT ] OWH Fairfield Community Newsletter and Calendar

Dear Our Town Readers,

Thank you for your feedback concerning our publication. We have heard
your suggestions and have learned two crucial pieces of information: that a
quarterly publication would suffice and that it should be mailed out. It sounds like
many people in town get their information about local events online, either from
Front Porch Forum, the BNML list, or the Fairfield town website. Families with
children in the Fairfield Center School receive notices about school events. All this
suggests that there is a particular audience for whom Our Town might be especially
important and who may not receive local news: those people who do not have
children in the school and do not own/use computers to get information. Mailing
Our Town to these folks would inform them of important Fairfield news and events.

Consequently, a quarterly newsletter mailed to community members will
be our focus. Because of the short lead time, this edition of Our Town will cover
March only, but our next newsletter will be the first of quarterly installments, an
APRIL-MAY-JUNE edition.

In order for this to work, we ask for submissions from all: Select Board,
School Board, Fairfield Center School, PTO, Recreation Committee, BNML,
Community Center. We ask submitters to look ahead, 3 months at a time, and
provide a short note about important issues and events affecting our community.
We realize this effort will only be as successful as it reveals the commitment of all
who contribute to Our Town. Toward that end, we look forward to serving you.

Sincerely, Our Town Newsletter
Meg Marshall, Kristen Hughes, Laura Fulwiler

PS: In order to minimize postage costs, we'd like to send Our Town electronically to
those of you who communicate digitally. Please help us and sign up for the
electronic version @

www.tinyurl.com/fairfieldenews. Throughout 2013, we will also be collecting
names of those who want to receive Our Town at their doorstep. Please ‘optin’ by
contacting the library at 827.3945!

Anyone can submit a notice or pictures to Our Town; we announce but don’t
advocate.

Questions? Email Meg Marshall at_fairfieldourtown@gmail.com. Next submission
due by March 20th: think April, May & June for submitting to our next QUARTERLY
edition.
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Monthly Meetings, Activities and Dates to Remember
Select Board: 2nd & 4th Mondays @ town offices 7:30pm
Grant Writer Committee: 1st Monday of each month @ town offices 6pm
Zoning & Planning Committee: 1st Monday of each month 8pm
School Board: 2nd Monday @ FCS school library 6pm
BNML Trustee meeting: 3rd Tuesday @ BNML 3pm
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO): 3rd Thursday of the month look for note home
for time
Breastfeeding Support Group: 1st Saturday of the month, 9:30a @ BNML
Outdoor Classroom: 3rd Monday of the month, 3:30p @ FCS Library
P] Storytime: 3rd Tuesday of the month, 6:15p @ BNML
FCF Girls Club: 2nd Saturday of the month, 9:30a @ BNML

Weekly Activities & Dates to Remember
Tuesdays: Senior/Community Lunches @ FCC 11:30-1pm. Call 827-3130 to reserve a

place;

Food Shelf hours 3-5pm @ FCC and every 2nd Tuesday of the month 10-12.

BINGO 6-9pm @ FCC

Mahjong @ BNML 6:30pm (1st, 3rd & 4th Tuesday of each month)

Wednesdays: Playgroup and Storytime @ BNML 10am

Thursdays: Fairfield Farmers Market Online Pickup 3-6pm @ BNML
Kids-in-the-Kitchen 3:30-5 March, 7th-April 4 @ FCC

NOTICE TO VOTERS
2013 Town Meeting
Tuesday, March 5, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.
Veterans Hall- Fairfield Center School Gym
Australian Ballot Voting for School Budget 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Monday March 4th: Budget meeting 7pm @ Veterans Hall- Fairfield Center School Gym.
Tuesday, March 5: Town Meeting 10am @ Veterans Hall- Fairfield Center School Gym.
PTO will offer lunch again this year!

Thursday, March 7th: Ecological Forest Management: For Timber & Birds. Join Nancy
Patch, Franklin-Grand Isle County Forester to discuss Ecological silviculture applications
for timber management with Birds in mind. 7pm @ BNML

Thursdays, starting March 7th: We'll spring into another round of fair-weather events
and programming with KIDS-in-the-KITCHEN cooking classes beginning on Thursday,
March 7th and continuing every Thursday from 3:30-5 through April 4th. Fairfield kids
can ride the bus down to the Center after school. Classes are open to all kids 5-12 years
old. $15/class. Pick up at 5 p.m.
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Saturday, March 9th: Save the date for the 4th Annual Sap Run Boogie at Branon's
Sugarhouse with music by Nobby Reed Project, some great raffle prizes, BBQ chicken
dinner, dancing, cash bar and fun for the whole family. Don't miss this one! Tickets at the
door. Dinner 5:30-7, Music 7-10.

Thursday, March 28th: Join Vermont solar company SunCommon for a Solar Seminar
Fairfield families and farms as part of a new effort to double the amount of solar in
Franklin County in 2013. If you've ever wondered whether solar can work for you, this
will be a great opportunity to learn more. The seminar will be wide-ranging--from what
makes a good solar site to how federal and state incentives and new lease and loan
financing programs have made solar cost less than utility power, with no upfront cost.
We'll even cover how multiple families and farms can join together in mini solar
cooperatives. 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm @ BNML. For more information, visit
www.suncommon.com/events or call Dan Conant at 595-0338.

Fairfield Community Center

Tuesday Lunches continue to be a popular weekly gathering for area seniors.
Jenn's lunches are tasty and affordable (just $4 suggested donation for over 60 guests; $6
for anyone else) and our amazing Tuesday lunch staff provides a joyful experience for all.
Join us!

Food Shelf open Tuesdays from 3:00-5:00, and every 2nd Tuesday of the month
10-12. A 3-day Emergency food supply for anyone who needs it. (Care to donate? The
food shelf is in need of peanut butter!)

Dear Friends - As many of you know, The Fairfield Community Center has
embarked on an exciting project - one that will keep us all busy, connected and engaged
for years to come. In December of last year, the United Church of Bakersfield and East
Fairfield officially transferred the title of the former congregational church in East
Fairfield to The Fairfield Community Center. A small but growing group has formed the
Meeting House Committee, and are already well into the first phase of the project - to
stabilize the building, making it safe for occupancy. Immediately, the group is raising
funds to upgrade the electrical system, repair the roof over the organ, and purchase
insurance for the year. Our plan is not only to preserve the building for future
generations, but also to create a unique and functioning public space for concerts,
weddings, lectures, community theater, art shows, Christmas Eve services, and lots more.

Jim and Marghie Cameron have graciously offered to host a cocktail/dinner party
fundraiser for the project in their home in East Fairfield on Saturday, April 6th. This will
be the kickoff for our fundraising efforts for the Meeting House Project, and it should be a
truly magical evening starting with a tour of the church at 5:30, social hour with cash bar
beginning at 6, and a home-cooked Cajun dinner beginning at 7, with music by Will
Patton & Friends following! Connie Warden and Jamie West will assist Jim with the meal
...a very special meal indeed, by three fabulous chefs!

Seating is limited. Tickets are $30/person available at As The Crow Flies in
St. Albans. They can be purchased with a credit card by calling 524-2800, or by
stopping in at the store.
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Can't make the party, but want to support the project? Check out our website at
www.meetinghouseonthegreen.com, where you'll find a secure link for donations and
more information.

We hope to see you on April 6th. Please bring your indoor shoes or slippers!

The Meeting House Committee (Michele Bessett, Bob Iwaskiewicz, Nance &
Tyrone Shaw, Euan Bear, Dan Conner, & Sonny Morey)

Running for Library Trustee

My name is Jennifer Archambault, and I am submitting this letter as a way to
introduce myself to you and let you know of my intention to run for the position of
Library Trustee this year at Town Meeting. I have lived in Fairfield for 17 years and am
married to a local Fairfield resident that I'm sure many of you know (Gene). Gene has
shared his love and dedication to Fairfield with me and our boys and through this I have a
desire to give back to the community that welcomed me 17 years ago.

In addition to being Gene’s wife, Ben, Emmet and Tate’s mom, [ have 15 years of
experience working in human resource management. Currently, [ am the Director of
Human Resources/Corporate Compliance Officer at Franklin County Home Health
Agency. Through my work in Human Resources, I have developed strong leadership,
organizational, and communication skills. To further enhance my skills and knowledge, |
pursued and completed a Master of Science in Management degree in 2012.

Lastly, my love of learning and reading was instilled in me by my grandmother, who
spent countless hours reading to me as a child. Her home and our local library in
Enosburg shared a driveway and I spent a great deal of time with her at the library
enjoying books, activities and even helping her when she volunteered as the substitute
librarian. With my experience, knowledge, and lifelong love of learning and reading, |
would serve the Fairfield community well as a Library Trustee. Unfortunately, I will not
make it to town meeting this year because of an unexpected trip to visit my grandmother;
however, Gene and I will be there in spirit!

BNML Update
Do you have a few extra hours each month? Do you love your library and want to spend
more time there? BNML is looking for a volunteer or two to help out at the front desk on
Friday afternoons from 2-5pm. Duties include socializing with your neighbors, catching
up on town events, answering basic patron requests (no experience necessary - we will
train you!), sneaking a peek at the new reads, and checking out a book or two! Basic
technology skills, a friendly personality, and great customer service skills are necessary!
Come and be part of the great atmosphere at BNML! Contact Kristen at the library with
inquiries!


http://www.meetinghouseonthegreen.com/
http://www.meetinghouseonthegreen.com/

